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MEDIA RELEASE 

Friday 14 May 2021 

COLES GROUP TO DIG DEEP FOR ROUND NINE OF THE AFL 
  

$100 for every point scored and $600 for every goal to be donated to UNICEF 

Australia’s COVID-19 Crisis Appeal 
 

Coles Group will support efforts to provide emergency relief to India and nearby countries struggling to 

contain a second wave of the deadly pandemic across the South Asia region as part of UNICEF Australia’s 

COVID-19 Crisis Appeal.   

As a proud partner of the AFL, Coles will donate $100 for every point scored, or $600 for every goal, during 

Round Nine of the AFL (Friday 14 to Sunday 16 May) to support UNICEF Australia’s Covid-19 Crisis Appeal.    

UNICEF Australia’s COVID-19 Crisis Appeal is raising much needed funds to procure Oxygen Generation 

Plants to be installed in hospitals to treat seriously ill patients, provide testing equipment in heavily impacted 

districts, and support the COVID-19 vaccine roll out. 

Coles Chief Marketing Officer Lisa Ronson said Coles is committed to providing assistance at this critical time. 

“The scenes we have all witnessed from India and increasingly across the South Asia region have reminded 

us all how devastating this pandemic can be,” Lisa said.  

“At Coles, we are passionate about supporting the community and our team. Coles is a proudly diverse 

company, and this includes many thousands of team members of Indian heritage. We know that many of 

our team members have family in India and this will be a particularly distressing time. 

“We are proud to be providing support through our partnership with the AFL, so we can give all the fans an 

extra reason to cheer for every point scored during Round Nine.” 

In welcoming the support of Coles, UNICEF Australia CEO Tony Stuart said he was encouraged and grateful 

to see a leader such as Coles coming to the aid of the most vulnerable people in our region. 

“From the early days of this pandemic, supermarkets have shown great capacity to prioritise the health and 

needs of their communities, customers and staff, so it is only natural that Coles would now step up and show 

that same leadership and creativity in supporting communities in this time of crisis. We know this pandemic 

has the most devastating impacts on the most vulnerable and we are proud to accept Coles assistance to 

provide vital equipment that will help save lives. 

“During the first wave of the virus in India, children and families saw the collapse of their livelihoods with 

hundreds of millions of children pushed further into poverty, losing their education, facing heightened risk of 

abuse and experiencing the devastation of seeing caregivers fall ill or die. The situation now is 

unprecedented, and UNICEF is on the ground providing urgent support.” 

“UNICEF has been working tirelessly throughout the pandemic, in India and across the world and as the 

world’s largest children’s charity we know the devastating and life-long consequences this emergency will 

have, in particular, on children and young people.” 
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“We thank Coles for acting now, this pandemic isn’t over until it’s over for everyone and it is leadership like 

this which will help beat Covid for everyone.”  

All points scored commencing with the St Kilda v Geelong match on Friday night will be matched by a $100 

donation. Fans of the game can find more information and make their own donations at 

unicef.org.au/covidcrisis 

 

-ends- 

For further information, please contact: 

Coles Media Line (03) 9829 5250 or Media.relations@coles.com.au 

 

 

 

About UNICEF Australia 

UNICEF works in some of the world’s toughest places, to reach the world’s most disadvantaged 

children. Across 190 countries and territories, we work for every child, everywhere, to build a better 

world for everyone. For more information about UNICEF and its work for children in Australia, the wider 

region and around the world visit www.unicef.org.au 

During COVID-19, UNICEF Australia is providing immediate relief and advocating for children to help 

them recover, rebound, reimagine and create a stronger future. 

 

http://www.unicef.org.au/

